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Abstract
The Junior School encompasses students from Pre-Kindergarten to Year 6. With the
completion of Kurrajong, we have been able to bring the Junior School together on one
site. Kurrajong is a building for classes in Pre-Kindergarten to Year 1, although Year 2 has
moved in for the next twelve months whilst the transition to co-education takes shape.
Bringing together Pre-Kindergarten to Year 6 provides a great platform for the Junior
School as it takes on the Primary Years’ Program of the International Baccalaureate.

The Prep School was originally established on the southern side of Clarke Road in 2011.
At that time, boys were enrolled in a single stream environment that offered places in
Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2. From 2011 to 2018, the student population grew from
just under 40 boys to over 140 boys and girls with the introduction of coeducation in
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten in 2018. Pre-Kindergarten was first introduced in 2016
with a single class, with a second Pre-Kindergarten class being introduced in 2018. At the
beginning of 2019, there will be approximately 160 boys and girls in ten classes from PreKindergarten to Year 2.
The students have enjoyed a seamless transition to the new, purpose-designed Kurrajong
building on the main campus. The new location provides easy, quick and undercover
access to all Junior School facilities, as well as bringing the Senior School areas closer to
the youngest students. The main campus location offers variety in teaching and learning
environments and there are increased opportunities for connections across the school for
both staff and students.
A key determinant in the design of Kurrajong was to provide an environment that was
flexible and adaptable, very much in keeping with the Copeland Building enjoyed by
classes in Years 3 – 6 since it was opened in 2013. The environment is one of the many
factors with an impact on student learning.

Barker Institute Learning in Practice • 40

It was important to provide a link between the new building and Copeland to provide
opportunities for collaboration and ease of movement between teaching and learning
spaces. With a ‘Reggio’-inspired focus, Kurrajong links the classroom with other learning
spaces building connection, wonder, knowledge and experience for the children. The
Reggio Emilia approach is a constructivist pedagogy that places the child at the centre
of the learning. It links in well with the inquiry framework of the Primary Years’ Program
embraced in the Junior School. Building connections across Pre-Kindergarten to Year 6
and even up into Middle and Senior School is more easily achievable with the entire Junior
School on the one campus.
The essential ingredient to inquiry is wonder. Children are born with a sense of wonder
and it starts the moment they open their eyes and begin to make sense of the many sights,
tastes, sounds and smells around them. As they get older they begin to speak and that
sense of wonder is often articulated in one word which they use over and over again…
WHY? When these same children first come to school in Kindergarten, they often bring with
them this same enthusiasm, quest for answers and wonder. At Barker, it is our job to value
their questions and provide them with an environment where they can continue to question
the why.
From Pre-Kindergarten to Year 6 at Barker, the PYP provides the framework for us carefully
to plan and guide learning experiences that facilitate opportunities for wonder, both inside
and outside of the classroom. Inquiry learning is not a random and chaotic approach, it is
an approach that guides child-centred learning in which units of inquiry are designed to
be meaningful, authentic and differentiated. Students are still explicitly taught specific skills
associated with different Key Learning Areas, as these develop and strengthen over time,
they are able to apply them confidently within the inquiry process.
The International Baccalaureate (IB) learner profile describes 10 attributes that all learners
activate for learning to engage inquiry, wonder, academic achievement and to extend all
learners to grow beyond academic success through understanding the development of
character and self. The exploration of the learner attributes seeks to engage a commitment
to help all members of the school community learn to respect themselves, others and the
world around them.
In the Junior School, we have explored the connection between academic care and pastoral
care through the teaching and learning of themes to promote connection, belonging,
positive relationships and wellbeing. We have challenged all of the members of our
learning community to learn how they can activate the attributes of the learner profile for
learning, always. Through understanding the attributes of the learner profile, the Barker
College Values and the Pillars for Thriving at Barker, we seek to bring the big ideas into a
place of personal understanding so that we might accept the challenge to live them out in
our thinking, our words and our actions.
Throughout 2018, the students at Barker have thrived academically as they learn through
six transdisciplinary units of inquiry. Pre-K has investigated the materials used in structures
around the world, Kindergarten explored how actions humans take affect our underwater
creatures, Year 1 investigated how pollution can be reduced by recycling, Year 2 wondered
who was responsible for clean water, Year 3 discovered the connection between the cause
and effect of exploration, Year 4 questioned how push and pull factors can be used
effectively to create games, Year 5 used scientific measurement to discover how different
variables in a classroom affect learning and Year 6 researched migration and its effects.
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These are just a few examples of how our students get to ask the why question and
investigate the answers.
There are endless opportunities to build effective, meaningful connections between the
Prep students and those in Years 3 – 6. The transition to full coeducation over the next
four years will broaden the options and create further opportunities for growth in character
and purpose. Kurrajong is the vision realised for early learning at Barker College and adds
the missing ingredient that has now established a state-of-the-art Junior School learning
environment that will serve the needs of learners into the future.
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