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Abstract
Darkinjung Barker continues to promote the development of a quality education in a
happy and safe environment built on the values of commitment, compassion, courage,
integrity and respect. I see growth every day. Growth cannot always be measured
with graphs, data and statistics. Social, emotional, cultural and general wellbeing are
areas of huge improvement. Learning about ATSI histories and cultures allows students
to develop respect for diversity and understanding of cultural difference. It is an
opportunity to acknowledge and pay respect to the Traditional Owners and ongoing
custodians of the land - the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We pay our
respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
Darkinjung Barker continues to promote the development of a quality education in a happy
and safe environment built on the values of commitment, compassion, courage, integrity
and respect. To achieve this, students, parents and staff work co–operatively to maintain a
stimulating whole–school community environment. High priority is given to student welfare.
Whilst recognising the individual differences of students, the School aims to develop student
outcomes in all Key Learning Areas, an understanding of the social and physical environment
of the Darkinjung people and provide significant opportunities for creative and cultural
pursuits. We are very proud of our Darkinjung Barker. Parents and carers show commitment
to our school through attendance at curriculum information evenings and parent teacher
interviews. Partnerships with Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council are evidenced
through our cultural program which continues to show promise.
School learning programs address the needs of students, both individual and group, through
differentiation of learning programs, technology for learning, and significant co-curricular
learning opportunities. Students needing learning support are identified early. This ongoing
monitoring is facilitated in the first instance by the class teacher and then through the
Learning and Support Team. Students’ reports contain detailed information about individual
student learning achievement and provide a basis for discussions with parents.

Darkinjung Barker is a place where I see growth every day. Growth cannot always be
measured with graphs, data and statistics. Social, emotional, cultural and general wellbeing
are areas of huge improvement. Mapping of these things is important and an integral part of
what we do but not everything that we do can be mapped. Results are improving, but there
will never be an easy fix. The gap will not close after a small time at Darkinjung Barker, it will
be an ongoing learning journey. There will be days that we see a sudden jump in academic
results and we know we are winning - but it won’t happen every day. Patience, nurturing and
guidance are a few of the important keys to success. I work with a brilliant team who give
everything they have and more for the good of these magnificent children.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) people have a profound spiritual connection
to the land. At Darkinjung Barker we continue to work hard to instil in the children that
health of land and water is central to culture. Land is mother, is steeped in Indigenous
culture, but also gives them the responsibility to care for it. The land is a link between
all aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s existence - spirituality, culture,
language, family, law and identity. Each person is entrusted with the cultural knowledge and
responsibility to care for the land they identify with through kinship systems. Through our
cultural program we work alongside Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC) to
promote the importance of connection. We work with the children and support daily the
importance of an Acknowledgement of Country. It is an opportunity to acknowledge and to
pay respect to the Traditional Owners and ongoing custodians of the land - the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
The Dreaming for ATSI people represents the time when the ancestral spirits progressed
over the land and created life and important physical geographic formations and sites.
Again at Darkinjung Barker, we embrace the dreaming and learn together about Aboriginal
philosophy through guidance from DLALC. Learning about ATSI histories and cultures allows
students to develop respect for diversity and understanding of cultural difference. We gain
greater understanding of The Dreaming and connection to country through traditional
dance. It tells stories which were passed down through generations. These stories would be
about the land, animals, dreamtime and ATSI people.
DLALC have worked with our children to give understanding and cultural meaning to all
our dances. It is quite common for dance at Darkinjung Barker to incorporate imitations
of certain animals to assist in the storytelling and bring the dreamtime to life. Dancing at
Darkinjung Barker is accompanied by music and instruments. We are learning to tell stories
through song. Many ATSI communities still participate in ceremonial dance and continue the
traditions of their ancestors. Throughout the late 20th century, Aboriginal dance has also been
incorporated into modern and contemporary forms of Australian dance and performances.
Organisations such as NAISDA (National Aboriginal Islander Skills Development Association)
create performances using ATSI dancers, displaying stories and movements from traditional
routines. Many of these performances have toured across the world, showcasing the unique
and spiritual experience of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance around the globe.
Darkinjung Barker is so privileged to have such a close relationship with NAISDA. Our
children were invited to come to visit and to perform the opening dance on their new
dance grounds at Kariong. Traditional and ceremonial Aboriginal Dance has been a part of
the ATSI culture for thousands of years. Dances played an important role in the spirituality
of Indigenous Australian people and connection to land – mother. We love to embrace
everything at Darkinjung Barker.
Naya Wa Yugali - We dance.

Notes

Notes

@barkerinstitute
facebook.com/barkerinstitute
www.barkerinstitute.com.au

